
The Earth’s climate is changing, primarily due to greenhouse gas emissions. GWA and our partners continue to expand
baseline monitoring of Skeena River salmon streams to support conservation measures under current and future
climate conditions.

IMPACTS OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE A CONCERN FOR FISH

Higher air and water
temperatures in the summer

The Gitksan Watershed Authorities (GWA) has launched initiatives to gain a better understanding of environmental
conditions within the Gitksan traditional territory. This includes monitoring stream temperatures, water levels, and
weather conditions relevant to fish habitat and fish stocks. Information gathered will support current and future
fisheries, fisheries and drought management planning, and direct fish habitat restoration efforts.

Loss of glaciers

Lower snowfall and
snowpack levels in the

winter

WHAT CAN
WE DO?

KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING

NOW

All of this can result in
lower flows and
warmer water

temperatures in rivers,
creeks and streams.

PLAN FOR THE
FUTURE

The Gitksan Watersheds Monitoring Program is looking for Nation members willing to
take part in fisheries-based citizen science temperature monitoring. By measuring
water temperature when and where fish are harvested we can better understand
challenges facing salmon, a central value to our people. Contact us for details!

WHAT CAN
YOU DO 
TO HELP?

Data loggers have been placed throughout rivers to record
water temperatures. These data loggers are anchored to the
bank using a metal cable. The GWA requests the loggers be left
alone; if anyone notices a temperature logger out of the water,
missing or being tampered with, please call 250-842-2151

TEMPERATURE DATA LOGGERS



Measure water levels and how much
water is flowing.
 

WATER FLOW MONITORING

ENVIRONMENTAL FLOW NEEDS
Development of minimum flow
levels to protect fish habitat and
aquatic life at different times of the
year.

HOW WILL THE DATA BE SHARED?
Find the direct links on the GWA website or facebook page

VIU Coastal Hydrology
and Climate Station
Research Lab

FLNRORD

Temperature loggers installed
throughout the Kispiox, Babine and
Upper Skeena River watersheds.

Understand how snow, rain and
drought impact water levels
across a watershed and how rain
events and drought impact water
levels.

Installation of a weather station to
collect climate information such as air
temperature and rainfall. This is a
partnership with Vancouver Island
University (VIU).

COMPONENTS OF THE GWA WATER MONITORING PROGRAMS

100+

WATER TEMPERATURE MONITORING

Measure water temperature to see
how it changes in different areas of a
watershed.

6 Hydrometric stations installed.

WEATHER STATION

Skeena Salmon
Data Centre

Hydrometric Station and
Water Temperature Data

Gitksan 
Watershed Authorities gitksanwatershed.com 250-842-2213

Weather
Station Data

@GitksanWatershedAuthorities

GWA Website and
Interactive Laxyip
Website (Coming Soon)

http://graph.viu-hydromet-wx.ca/
https://data.skeenasalmon.info/

